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300 LEOTURE XXXVIII. 

These, then, are the elements given for the solution of this enigma. 
The name must be the name of a man or cl888 of men. It must be a 
Greek name. The value of the letters of the name, added together, must 
be 666. What is the name? Many answers have been given to this 
question, but the one which most satisfactorily fulfills all the oonditioDB is 
the Greek word" lateinos," that is, "the Latin one. II L, represents 30 ; 
Q, 1; ',300; e, 5; i, 10; ft, 50; 0,70; 1,200 j and these SUDlS, added 
together, make 666, And this is an appropriate name for the ecclesiastical 
power symbolized by the second beast. Its prayers are Latin j its 
canons are Latin; its breviary is Latin j its decrees are Latin j its buUa 
are Latin ; its Scriptures are Latin; it worships in Latin; it prays in Latin j 
it C1ll'ge8 in Latin j all is Latin. And while we may not speak with undue 
confidence, it does seem that the name of the beast or man, represented by 
the number 666, is "the Latin one," 

As there is in every point such a resemblance between the second beast 
and 'the Papal clergy, we are broulht to the oonclusion that the second 
beast was designed by the Spirit of revelation to be a symbol of the Papal 
clergy. 

LECTURE XXXVIII. 

THE DURATION OF THE PAPAL POWER. 

Power was gh'en unto him to continue forty and two months.-RBv. 13: U. 

WHA.T is the meaning of the one thousand two hundred and sixty days, 
the forty-two months, the three years and a half, which are several times 
brought to our notice in the visions we have been oonsidering? The pas
sages in which this period of time is referred to, are as follows: 11 : 2, 3; 
12: 6, 14; 13: 5. A like period is referred to in Daniel 7: 25; 12: 7. 
These questions now present themselves: To what do these preclio
tions refer? Do they refer to the same thing, or to different things? 
If they refer to the same thing, what period of time is here described? 
When does this period begin, and when does it end? These are the qu .. 
tioDB to which your attention is invited in the present lecture. 

I. To WHA.T DO THESB PREDICTIONS BUD? Do they refer to the 
same thing, or to different things? In order to answer these questions, "e 
must take up one by one the several passages which have just been cited, 
and reach a clear understanding of their meaning. And first we tum to 
Revelation 13: 5. "Power was given unto him to continue forty and 
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two months." The reference here is to the beast having seven heads and 
ten horns which the apottle saw rising out of the sea. Taking it for 
granted that this beast is the divinely appointed symbol of the PaPal 
church, and that this chapter describes the origin and history of the Papal 
church, then this verse tells us that the Papal church is to continue forty
two months. From the rise of that ecclesiastical power to its fall would 
be fort,.-two months. Let us now tum to Revelation 12: 6. II The 
woman led into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, 
that they ahould feed her there a thonsand two hundred and threescore 
days." The woman is the divinely appointed symbol of the true church. 
According to the revelations of this chapter, the great enemy of the true 
church is the Papal church, symbolized as before by the beast with seven 
beads and ten horns. In the conftict between them, the trne church was 
compelled to ftee into the wilderness. That is, the we church was com
pelled to withdraw itselffrom prominent place in the world and to retire from 
notice; while the false church ruled openly in the earth. According to,the 
verse under consideration, this ~tirementof the true church and this triumph 
of its enemy was to continue for one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 
Therefore this passage, like the former one, marks the duration of the Papal 
church. From the rise of that ecclesiastical power to its fall would be a 
period of one thousand two hundred and sixty days, or forty-two months. 
Let us now tum to Revelation 12: 14. II And to the woman were given two 
wings 01 a great eagle, that ahe might fty into the wilderness, into her place, 
where ahe is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the lace 
of the serpent." This passage manifestly refers to the same events as the 
one last considered, viz., to the retirement of the true church and the 
triumph of the false church. According to the passage under considera
tion, this retirement and this triumph were to continue for a time, times. 
and a hal£ This means a year, two years, and a half a year. Therefore 
this pusage, like the former ones, marks the duration of the Papal church. 
From the rise of that eoclesiastical power to its fall would be a period of 
three and a half years, or forty-two months, or one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days. Let us now turn to Revelation 11 : 2. II But the court 
which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not: for it is given 
unto the Gentiles; and the holy city ahall they tread under foot forty and 
hro month .. " In this vision, as in many of the visions of the Apocalypse, 
the holy city is a symbol of the true church. And, acoording to 
the pasaage before us, the true church is to be trodden under foot 
of the spiritual Gentiles for forty.two months. These spiritual Gen
tiles. the enemies of the true church, are the Papal church. There
tore this .,.-ge, like the former ones, marks the duration of the Papal 
church. From the rise of that ecclesiastical power to its fall would be a 
period of forty-two months, or three and a half years, or one thoDSlDd two 

Digitized by Coogle 



302 L.aTUB. XXXVIII. 

hundred and sixty days, and duriug thi. period it would tread the true 
church under its feet. Let us now look at Rev. 11: 3. II I will give 
power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth." In this. vision the 
two witnesses are a symbol of the true church. By this symbol, two things 
are shadowed forth. In the first place, it is shadowed forth that the true 
cnurch is to be a witness, that is, to bear testimony for God. In the second 
place, it is shadowed forth that the members of the true church would be 
few in number. As, under the law of Moses, there must be at leaat two 
witnesses to establish any fact, 80 in the times here" referred to there would 
be barely enough true Christians to keep alive on the earth a _timony for 
God. And according to the passage before us these few members of the 
true church were to prophesy in sackcloth, that is, to bear their testimony 
in sorrow. The reason of their sorrow is the persecutions of II the beast 
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit." Therefore this pasaage, like the 
ones already referred to, marks the duration of the Papal ohurch. From 
the rise of that ecclesiastical power to its fall would be a period of one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days, or three and a half years, or forty
two months, and during that period the church would bear tAlltimony for 
God in sackcloth and sorrow. Let us now tum to Dan. 7 : 25. "And 
he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the Most High, and think to ohange times and tawa: and they 
shall be given into his hand, until a time, and times, and the dividing of 
time." According to this vision, the Papal ohurch, whioh is symbolised 
by the fourth beast, is to rule in triumph over the earth for II a time, and 
times, and the dividing of time." The word translated "time" describes 
any definite period of time. It may be a day, or a week, or a year. What 
definite period is described must be determined from the contezt and ftom 
parallel passages. And the parallel passages in the Apocalypse and in other 
places in the word of God convince us that the word in this connection 
means a year. According to this vision, then, the Papal ohurch is to rule 
in triumph over the earth for a year, two years, and half a year; that is, 
for three years and a half. Therefore this passage, like the former ones, 
marks the duration of the Papal church. From the rise of that power to 
its fall, would be a period of three years and a half, or forty-two DlOnths, 
or one thousand two huudred and siztydays, and during that period the 
Papal church would devour the whole earth, and tread it down! and break it 
in pieces. Let us now turn to Dan. 12: 7. "And I heard the man 
clothed in linen, whioh waa upon the waters of the river, when he held up his 
right hand and hia left hand unto hoaven, and sware by him that liveth 
for ever, that it shall be for a time, times, and a half; and when he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these thiDgs 
shall be finished." Aooording to this vision, &om the beginniDg to the end 
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of the wonden would be a time, times, and a half j thu is, three and a 
half yean. And the wonden here referred to are the triumphs of Anti
christ. Therefore this passage, like the former ODes, marks the duratioll 
of the Papal church. From the rise of that ecclesiastical power to ita fall 
would be a period of three and a halt' years, or forty.two months, or ODe 
thousand two hUDdred and &][ty days, aDd during that period the holy 
people would be scattered, and at ita end the wonden of Antichrist would 
be finished. 

These are all the ~es in the inspired word in whioh this period of 
forty-two months is n6rred to. From our review of these passages, two 
thinga are eviden*- In the first place, all these passages refer to the same 
thing. They are synonymous in meaDing. Wh~ one describes, the other 
deacribes. They all describe the duration ~f the Papal power. In the 
second place, these passages all tach us that the Papal power is to continue 
on the earth for three and a half years, or forty-two months, or one thousand 
two hundred and sizty days. 

n. This brings us to the second point of inquiry, vii.: WHAT PERIOD 

or TIlliE IS DESCRIBBD BY THE THR.E YEARS AND A HALP, or the forty
two months, or the one thousand two hundred and sizty days ? If we can 
answer this question, we will know just how long the Papal power is to 
~ntinue. Are the years, the months and the days here spoken of to be 
understood literally, or figuratively, or prophetically? It l881li8 evideDt 
that they cannot be understood literally. The passages in which they 
occur are all symbolical. The beast with seven heads and teu horns, the 
woman clothed with the sun, the holy city, the two witneBBeI, and in fact 
everything described in these visions are symbols j and it would be absurd 
to suppose that the months alone were to be taken literally. And if they are 
not to be understood literally, how are they to be undeJ'lltood? On one 
occasion the prophet Ezekiel was commanded, as a sign to the house of 
Israel, to lie on his right side forty days. And there can be DO question 
that this time was symbolical, for it is el[pressly said to him, Ez. 4 : 6, 
II I have appointed thee each day for a year." These words have always 
been regarded by those who have made prophecy a study, as expressing a 
general principle of prophetic interpretation. In other words, in prophetic 
visions and utterances, each day is regarded as the symbol of a literal year. 
The truth of this principle may be proven by many illnstrations from the 
Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament. Many predictions, having 
reference to the great kingdoms whioh have ezisted on the earth, have 
been fulfilled j and in these fulfilled predictions, it is seen that each day iII 
vision stands for a literal year. It is not neceuary to mention instances. 
All who have given the subject of prophecy any attention DJUBt know that 
it is a principle which is almost univenally received by Biblical ItudeDta, 
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that a day in prophesy is a symbol for a literal year. This principle is 
WlUally called the year-day theory. While some do not accept this theory, 
yet the weight of names and of argument is largely in ita favor. 

Taking, then, the truth of this theory for granted, the passages we have 
been considering teach us what is to be the duration of the Papal power. 
It is not to be three and a half literal years. It is to be three.and a half 
prophetic years, that is, forty.two prophetio months, or one thousand two 
hundred and sixty prophetic days. And if every prophetic day is a symbol 
of a literal year, then one thousand two hundred and sixty prophetic days 
would symbolize one thousand two hundred and sitty literal years. This 
is the period of time shadowed forth in the paesages under consideration. 
From the rise of the Papal power to ita fall is ODe thousand two hundred 
and sixty years. During this period the true church is to be opposed and 
persecuted by Antichrist, to live in the wilderuess, and to bear testimony 
for God in sackcloth and sorrow j and during the same period the Papal 
church is to live, and triumph, and reign on the earth. 

III. We have now a more difficult question to answer: WHEN DOES 
THIS PERIOD BEGIN, AND WHEN DOES IT END? If we can only deter
mine when it begins, we will have no difficulty in determining when it ends, 
for the duration of the period is one thousand two hundred and sixty years. 
We have only to add one thousand two hundred and sixty to the year 
when the Papal church began, and we will have the year when that church 
will be destroyed. The question, then, before ns is a very simple one in 
theory. It is only this: when did the Papal church begin? But prac
tically this question is not an easy one to answer. The Papal system, as it 
baa existed in the world for hundreds of years in the past, was of alow 
growth. It did not at once spring into existence, clothed with its full 
powers. As it is hard to say just when the evening twilight becomes dark
ness, so it is hard to say when the true church, founded by the Saviour 
and his apostles, was lost in the false church, symbolized by the beast with 
the seven heads and the ten horus. 

There are several epochs in the history of the church which may be 
regarded as the beginning of the Papal system. Some expositors have 
regarded one of these epoohs as the beginning; others have regarded 
another j therefore, some have fixed upon one year as the termination of 
the Papal power, and others have fixed upon another year. This is the 
way in which ditferent years, as for example, 1793, 1848, 1866, and other 
years yet in the future, have been settled upon by varions authors as the 
years in which the Roman Catholic church would be overthrown. The 
question before us is, when did the Papal system begin? While we may 
not be able to answer this question beyond the possibility of a doubt, we 
have as much right to attempt an answer as anyone, and our answer is 
just as likely to be correct as that of others. 
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THE DURATION 01' THE PAPAL POWElL 305 

Before we attempt to IUl8wer this question, we must determine what the 
Papal system is. It is not mere ecclesiastical power j it. is not the exercise 
of authority by pope, bishop, ministry or C!)uncil, over the spiritual affairs 
of the church j it. is not mere political power j it is not the exercise of 
authority by king, emperor, prince or congress, over the temporal affail'! of 
the nations of the world. It is a union of the two-of ecclesiastical and 
temporal power j it is the exercise of authority, both in spiritual and tem
poral affairs. It is well known that the Papal church has claimed and 
exercised such authority during recent centuries. The pope, the head of 
that church, has claimed to be supreme in spiritual matten, aud has ruled 
the church according to his pleasure. He has also claimed to be supreme 
in temporal matters j he has been a king among the kings of the earth, 
and he has deposed and exalted kings at his pleasure. The presbyters and 
bishops of the primitive church claimed authority in spiritual matters j but 
when did they begin to claim authority in temporal matters as well? If we 
can discover when the bishops of Rome began to exercise authority in both 
temporal and spiritual matters, we will at the same time discover when the 
Papal system began; for this union of ecclesiastical and tempqral power is 
the very essence of Papacy as it is described in the visions of the inspired 
word. When did the exercise of this twofold authority begin? Some 
have answered this question by saying in the year 533. In that year the 
emperor Justinian openly and formally acknowledged the bishop of Rome 
to be the head of the church. There can be no doubt that by this decree 
of Justinian the Roman church was greatly strengthened j but it is evident 
that tbis acknowledgment that the bishop of Rome was the head of the 
cburch wu no grant of temporal authority. There was not at this time 
that peculiar union of temporal and spiritual power which properly consti
tutes the Papacy. . Others have fixed upon the year 606 as the time of thq 
origin of the Papal system. In that year the emperor Phooas confirmed 
the grant of Justinian, and conferred upon Boniface III, who was then 
bishop of Rome, the title of universal bishop; but in this t.here was no 
grant of temporal authority-there was not that union of temporal and 
ecclesiastical power which properly constitutes the Papacy. Up to this time 
the bishop of Rome was ruler only over the spiritual affairs of the church. 
Others have fixed upon a later date as tbe time of the origin of tbe Papal 
power. In the conflict between claimants for the throne, Stephen, who was 
tben pope or bishop of Rome, sided with Pepin, and when Pepin became 
emperor be gave the pope, as a reward for his services, that territory which 
was known as the Exarchate of Ravenna and the Pentapolis. To this 
territory additions were made in subsequent centuries, until at last it grew 
into what are called the Papal States, or the States of the Church. This gift 
of the Exarchate of Ravenna and the Pentapolis to pope Stephen WIlS made 
about the year 752. The writer of the article, .• Papal States," in the 
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American Cyclopedia, says: ee From this time the popes in all their pro· 
ceedings assumed the style of temporal sovereigns." If this is correct, then 
we have discovered the beginning of the Papal system. From the time 
that the popes began to assume in all their proceedings the style of temporal 
sovereigns, there was that union of ecclesiastical and temporal authority 
which constitutes the Papacy. And this time, according to the facts of 
history which have been mentioned, was about the year 752. Other dates 
have been fixed upon as the time of the origin of the Papal system, bnt 
the ones mentioned are the principal ones. The year 538, when the pope 
was formally acknowledged as the head of the church i the year 606, when 
he was formally declared to be universal bishop, and the year 752, when 
the pope began to exercise temporal in connection with his spiritual au· 
thority. For the reasons which have been given, 'he last date seems to be 
the correot one j for then appears for the first time that union between 
temporal and spiritual authority whioh constitutes the great peculiarity of 
the Papal system. 

If this is correct, we are prepared to answer the question, When will the 
Papal system oome to an end? If it began in the year 752, and if it is 
to continue for one thousand two hundred and sixty years, then it is to be 
destroyed in the year 2012. We would not speak too confidently on this 
point-not because we have any doubts that these visions refer to the Papal 
church, or because we have any doubts that the forty.two months symbolise 
one thousand two hundred and sixty literal years, but because there is a 
question as to the exact time when the Papal system began. But if it began, 
assrems altogether most probable, about the year 752, when the popes 
"assumed in all their proceedings the style of temporal sovereigns," then it 
will be destroyed about the year 2012. 

If these things are so, the Papal system is approaching its downfall. In 
less than one hundred and fifty years the time predicted in the Soriptures 
for the overthrow of the great anti·Chistian ohurch will come. TheD the 
beast with seven heads and ten horns will be destroyed j the church will 
oome forth from its retirement clothed in its robes of spotless purity i God's 
witnesses will lay aside their sackcloth and prophesy with joy j the holy 
city will no longer be trampled under foot by the spiritual Gentiles j the 
sinful wODders which have so long shaken the faith of the people of God 
will cease j the one thousand two hundred and sixty years of prophecy will 
come to an end. In tbe meantime there is work for ns, and for all the 
followers of the Lord J eBOS to do. God works out his plans through the 
instrumentality of his earthly church. We mnst Rtand up for the troth. 
We must resist every error and every enemy. The work is hard, the COD
flict is sore, but the victory is sure. God has spoken, and not ODe jot or 
tittle of his word will pass away till all be fulfilled. The one thousand two 
hundred and sixty years are approaching their termination, and we may 
lift up our heads, for the day of our redemption draweth nigh. 
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